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Executive Summary

The Saint Lucia National Synthesis Report was pexpaby Saint Lucia as part of its
contribution to the preparatory process for the ompiaog United Nations Conference on
Sustainable Development (UNCSD) scheduled to td&eepin Rio de Janeiro, Brazil in June
2012.

The report captured the salient points of the thm@sentations made at the multi-stakeholders
consultative meeting and the conclusions of thekimgrgroups. The first presentation provided
an overview of the international context of susahie development from the United Nations
Conference on Health and the Environment to whauisently happening with Rio +20. The
second presentation gave an overview of the stkickgaeport which addressed issues such as
the MEAs ratified, the National Focal Points es&ti#d to implement the MEAS, and the impact
of MEAs on national policies and planning. The dhiresentation examined new and emerging
challenges likely to affect the prospects for susiiale development. Some of the more critical
challenges identified were: invasive species mamage increasing incidence of natural
disasters and the price of oil on world market.

The report identifies some of the relevant indicataf political commitment are the provision of
budgetary and institutional support; the enactmehtlegislative, regulatory and policy
instruments;; and the participation of official®dr Saint Lucia in international meetings and

capacity building opportunities.

However, one of the main challenges for Saint Luoialate has been the application of IDP
principles in policies and planning. The internaibcommunity demonstrates a high level of
political commitment to sustainable development dontinuing to pledge and/or providing
technical assistance and financial support to &S&st Lucia with the implementation of its
plans, programmes and projects related to sustaici@velopment.

Much of the success achieved to date has beenodintetr-agency cooperation and effective

coordination at the national level. Collaboratidriree sub-regional and regional level as well as



international support from United Nation institutoand other organizations has also played a

major part.

Saint Lucia has identified a number of new and @merchallenges that are likely to affect
prospects for sustainable development in the comeupde. Several national mechanisms have
also been proposed to address the various chafledgatified. However, the ability of the
country to address these challenges will depenadwailability of adequate resources, public
education, technical capacity, national programares ongoing cooperation at the regional and

international levels.

With respect to the green economy in the contexsudtainable development and poverty
eradication, despite the common understandingettmncept among stakeholders , Saint Lucia
is yet to reach a consensus on a how to defingréen economy concept to cater for its national
circumstances. While Saint Lucia does not havehemmt set of green economic policies at the
moment, it is anticipated that work will soon comoe on developing a national green growth

strategy.

From all indications, Saint Lucia has created aaaably effective institutional framework for
sustainable development by strengthening exishisgitutions and where necessary creating new
ones to improve coordination and implementatioaustainable development activities.

The institutional framework in place allows for esffive coordination and implementation of
sustainable development activities. Nevertheléssetis still need toter alia enhance the legal
and policy environment, and making adequate anbuddjetary allocations to support line and

coordinating institutions.



1.0 Introduction

As a member state of the United Nations, Saintdw@s invited to participate in the national
preparatory process in advance of the United Nati@anference on Sustainable Development
(UNCSD) to take place in Rio de Janeiro in June220dhe country is expected to make a
contribution and provide information on its expades, success factors, risks and challenges

with regards to objectives and themes of the ceni=e.

This Synthesis Report was prepared by Saint Lugipaat of its contribution to the preparatory
process for the upcoming United Nations Conferant&ustainable Development (UNCSD) to
take place in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil in June 2012 report is prepared in four sections.

Section 1 provides brief information about Sainttiauand background to the report. It also
outlines the context of the report, the methodologgd to collect information for producing the

report and the limitations.

Section 2 summarizes the outcome of the multi-$takier consultative meeting held off 6
December 2011. The summary includes four presengtgiving an overview of Rio + 20,

finding of the stocktaking exercise and the themateas and emerging issues identified.

Section 3 assesses progress made by Saint Lucadswchievement of the goals of sustainable
development. Specific attention is paid to thetpmal commitment for sustainable development,
the status of implementation of the outcomes obmsjimmits on sustainable development, new
and emerging challenges, the green economy in ¢hnéext of sustainable development and

poverty eradication, and the institutional framekvimr sustainable development.

Section 4 highlights Saint Lucia’s main achieversetat date and the conclusions reached. It
goes on to make specific recommendations to stnengthe national sustainable development

agenda.

Further details on the introductory section of teport are provided in the sub-sections that

follow immediately. Details of the other three sees$ of the report are discussed subsequently.
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1.1 About Saint Lucia

Saint Lucia is a Small Island Developing State (Slbcated at latitude £39’ N, and 62 W
within the Lesser Antillean Arc of the Caribbeanchipelago. The land area is approximately
616 knf and it is situated on a volcanic ridge connectm@/artinique and St. Vincent and the

Grenadines, towards the north and south respegtivel

The island is 42 km long and 22 km wide at its wideoint, and a coast line of approximately
158 km, The Island’s coastal shelf has an area2@fI&f, is relatively narrow and drops off
sharply along the west coast. Saint Lucia’s Exetigconomic Zone is approximately 4700
km?. This is illustrated in Figure 1.1, Map of Saintdia.
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1.2  Background

Saint Lucia is participating in preparatory aciest for the United Nations Conference on
Sustainable Development (UNCSD) to take place m d®& Janeiro, Brazil in June 2012 on the
occasion of the 2D anniversary of the 1992 United Nations ConferemgeEnvironment and
Development (UNCED) in Rio de Janeiro, and th& a@niversary of the 2002 World Summit
on Sustainable Development (WSSD) in Johannesburg.

The objective of the conference is to secure redepaitical commitment for Sustainable
Development, assessing progress to date and th&meign gaps in the implementation of the
outcomes of the major summits on Sustainable Dewedémt, and addressing new and emerging
challenges. To this end, the conference will fooanstwo themes: (i) a green economy in the
context of Sustainable Development and povertyieatidn; and (ii) the institutional framework

for Sustainable Development.

The preparatory activities were undertaken in adfphased national consultation process that
contributed to the preparation of the National &gsts Report. It is also expected that these
activities will build the capacity of the Saint liacdelegation to engage more fully in the
conference on Sustainable Development and to ensuménuing efforts to implement the

outcomes of the conference.

1.3 National Context of the Report

The National Synthesis Report was prepared agtiadbackground of efforts by Saint Lucia to
implement Agenda 21 adopted at a 1992 UNCED me¢ighd) in Rio de Janerio, Brazil and to
promote national dialogue and build partnershipssigstainable development at the national
level. At the sub-region level Saint Lucia has beellaborating with countries in the OECS to
implement the St. Georges Declaration while at tegional level Saint Lucia has been
collaborating with other CARICOM countries to implent the Barbados Plan of Action
(BPOA). This plan provides the basis for assessingtegies developed by Saint Lucia to
mitigate the economic, environmental, and sociatetgwmental vulnerabilities facing the

country.
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From an international perspective, the Nationalt®gsis Report which takes into account the
special case of Small Islands Developing StateB$¥$hs recognised internationally in Chapter
17 of Agenda 21. The report was informed by deositaken at the 2002 World Summit on
Sustainable Development held in Johannesburg, Sdutta which took stock of achievements,
challenges and new issues arising since the 198k Bammit. Also informing the contents of
the report are the specific recommendations madieat2005 Mauritius conference for the

further implementation of the Barbados Programmaation.

Finally, the report takes into consideration thammabjectives of Rio + 20 which are to secure
renewed political commitment for sustainable depeient, assess the progress to date and the
remaining gaps in the implementation of the outc®rok the major summits on sustainable
development, and to address new and emerging ngabe Additionally, the report by the two
themes of the conference which are to addresssssiaging to the green economy in the context
of sustainable development and poverty eradicatod the institutional framework for

sustainable development.

1.4 Report Preparation Methodology

Saint Lucia received support from UNDESA and UNDRassist with the national preparatory
process for the conference. Among the activitiedeutaken by the Project Team as part of the

national preparatory process are as follows:

* Engaged a consultant to conduct a desk review gnithessized relevant documentation of
national strategies, plans, policies, capacity sesstessments and practical experiences; to
interview national stakeholder representatives@egare a Stocktaking Report based on the

findings;

 Convened a national multi-stakeholder consultattonto discuss and move towards
consensus on a national assessment of progressinegh gaps, experiences and
opportunities pertaining to the themes of the UNC&Idress issues relating to the UNCSD

with; and
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* Worked with the consultant to prepare the NatioBghthesis Report which captures the

outcomes of the Stocktaking Report and the mudtikesholder consultation.

Participants for the national consultative meetimgre drawn from Government, Non-
governmental organizations (NGOs), the private meend donor agencies. A list of
participants is provided as Appendix 1 to the repor

1.5 Limitations of the Report

There are several limitations to the preparatiothefNational Synthesis Report and they are as

follows:

» First, desk review was dependent on key stakeholaeking available relevant documents
on national policies, strategies, plans; capac#gds assessments and practical experiences
on a timely basis.

» Second, the number of stakeholder interviews careduand the timing of these interviews
depended largely on the availability of nationaksholder representatives;

* Third, one activity planned as part of the prepaty process was the circulation of the
Draft National Synthesis Report among the goverrifational Focal Points for review and
comments. However, given the tight deadline sat IWDESA for submitting the report there
was little time available to circulate it, obtaieeflback and incorporate the changes

suggested into the Draft National Synthesis Report.
2.0 Summary of the Multi-stakeholder Consultative Meeting

The Saint Lucia Project Team convened a nationaltitstakeholder consultation on™6
December 2011. The purpose of the meeting wassttusls and move towards consensus on a
national assessment of progress, remaining gapsyierces and opportunities pertaining to the
themes of the UNCSD and to address issues relatitige UNCSD.

This section provides a summary of proceedings®iulti-stakeholder consultative meeting. It

includes three presentations giving an overviewRaf + 20, the findings of the stocktaking

14



exercise and the thematic areas and emerging igderm#fied. It also covers the conclusions and
recommendations of the four working groups. Furttletails of the presentations made and

group inputs follow.
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2.1 Overview of Rio + 20

This presentation provided a brief background @dres by the United Nations to address issues
relating to sustainable development through itsatsthed institutions such as the United
Nations Conference on Human Environment (UNCHEE thnited Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP), the United Nations Conference Emvironment and Development
(UNCED) and the United Nations Commission on Sustale Development (UNCSD). It
defined sustainable development &ustainable development is development that meetset
needs of the present generation without compromisgthe ability of future generations to

meet their own needs.”

The presentation gave a synopsis of developmennts tine establishment of UNCHE in 1972 to
the UNCSD in 2012. One of the issues discussedhgasecommendations of the 1992 UNCED
meeting held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil at which tA@enda 21 was adopted. In Agenda 21,

governments outlined a detailed blueprint for actibat could move the world away from its
present unsustainable model of economic growth ridsvactivities that will protect and renew
the environmental resources on which growth aneldgvwnent depend.

Another issue discussed during the presentation Text Box 2: Agenda 21 Areas for
the role of the United Nations Commission Action

Sustainable Development (UNCSD) established
1992. Its main functions are to review progress
implementation of Agenda 21 and the Rio Declarat
on Environment and Development and to prom
dialogue and build partnerships for sustaina
development with inter alia governments, th
international community and other major groups
have major roles to play in achieving sustaina
development.
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The next part of the presentation focused on thrbd&@ks Programme of Action (BPOA) which
is specific to SIDS. This programme outlines pelcand strategies to mitigate the economic,

environmental, and social developmental vulnerigdifacing Caribbean SIDS.

The discussion moved on to the 2002 World SummitSostainable Development (WSSD)
which was held in Johannesburg, South Africa. Itairmpurpose was to take stock of
achievements, challenges and new issues and to @pmwéh a set of concrete actions to further

the implementation of Agenda 21.

Next, the discussion focused on the ten-year reviévthe BPOA conducted at the 2005
Conference held in Mauritius. The Mauritius Strgtégr Implementation (MSI) re-affirmed the
priority areas under the BPOA that SIDS recommittedddress.

The presentation then outlined the objectives dedtivo themes of Rio + 20. It ended with

discussion on the green economy and the institattimamework for sustainable development.

2.2 Findings of the Stocking Taking Report

The Stocktaking Report found that to date, Sairdid.unas ratified over thirty (30) regional and
international Conventions, Protocols additilateral Environmental Agreements (MEAS). The
government of Saint Lucia has also developed fifid®) national policies and has implemented
many of the activities required to fulfill its obhtions under the various multi-lateral

agreements.

Saint Lucia has designated at least four (4) miestas Focal Points for the implementation of
provisions of the conventions, protocols and thdtifateral agreements. These ministries are as

follows:

* The Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
* The Ministry of Physical Development and the Enmiment;(Renamed in January 2012
as the Ministry of Sustainable Development, Scieara Technology)*

17



* The Ministry of Education; and

* The Ministry of Communications, Works, TransporP&blic Utilities.

Each Focal Point has lead responsibility for theplementation of specific conventions,
protocols and multi-lateral agreements. In someesabe Ministry also participates in the
implementation of provisions of the conventionsptpcols and the multi-lateral agreements
directly related to its work. In addition to thosenventions, protocols and multi-lateral
agreements that have already been ratified, ther#ay General’s Office is currently reviewing

a number of others to determine whether Saint Lsicauld ratify them.

Regionally, Saint Lucia through its membershipha Caribbean Community (CARICOM) and

the Organization of East Caribbean States (OEGE)blkeen working to implement a number of
initiatives aimed at strengthening political sugpimr Sustainable Development. At the wider
CARICOM level Saint Lucia has worked with the Sear@at to implement the Barbados

Program of Action (BPOA) and has also participatedegional preparatory meetings convened
by the Secretariat to adopt a common position emhjor issues affecting SIDS.

At the level of the OECS, Saint Lucia signed the@torges Declaration, a protocol declaring
the commitment of OECS Member States to managaires® in a sustainable manner. Saint
Lucia has been working with the OECS Secretariatnjmement provisions of the accord signed
in 2001 and revised in 2006.

Nationally, Saint Lucia has demonstrated politegbport for sustainable development by taking
deliberate action to ratify the regional and ingional conventions, protocols and agreements.
One action taken by the Government of Saint Lu@a % adopt a National Environment Policy
(NEP) aimed at strengthening the capacity of latstitutions to develop national policies. NEP
has provided line ministries with a broad framewfmkthe preparation of policies to govern the

sector activities.

Other actions taken by the Government included dteption of a National Environment

Management Strategy (NEMS) and strengthening tphaaty of local institutions to engage in

18



strategic planning. The NEMS provides a broad fraor& to guide local institutions when

developing sector plans to fulfill their environmi@nanagement responsibilities.

With funding from UNDESA and support from the OECHe Ministry of Physical
Development and Environment spearheaded implementat a project aimed at promoting an
Integrated Development Planning (IDP) approach @&niSLucia. The project encouraged
collaboration among various public agencies invdlwe implementing plans, programs and
projects for sustainable development. It also sbughntegrate environmental, social, cultural
and economic factors in national development padieind plans.

Implementation of the IDP project raised a numbkecrdical issues and posed a number of
challenges for Saint Lucia. Principal among thenrewthe inadequacy of the human and
financial resources allocated, delays in introdga@uapporting regulations, lack of coordination
of the IDP process among key stakeholders and arlyoambitious timeframe set for

completing the project.

When the IDP project ended it had not achievedfathe four (4) main goals that were initially
set. Nevertheless, Saint Lucia learnt a numbeessfdns from the exercise including the need for
government to designate a lead agency coordinatéDtR process, to provide the agency with
the resources necessary to efficiently and effelsticarry out its mandate, to establish a forum
for ongoing stakeholder consultation and to dissatei relevant information on a timely basis.

Saint Lucia has taken actions at the national oregjilevels in order to demonstrate its political
commitment to the attainment of sustainable devely goals. At the national level, Saint
Lucia introduced policy frameworks, adopted natlosimategic plans and approved various

sector policies and plans.

The government continues to provide strong supfoorinstitutions in sectors where visionary
leadership was evident, engaged in strategic phgnm@ind built their internal capacity to
implement sustainable development activities. fatins operating within these sectors were

also to tap resources from external agencies ifotime of funding and technical assistance.
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Under Agenda 21, Saint Lucia implemented a seriextivities aimed at addressing the social,
economic, cultural and environmental problems inirgegrated manner. The Government’s
approach to the implementation of Agenda 21 a@witvas to convene national consultations
with key stakeholders to identify critical problems reach consensus on measures to solve them
and then encourage participation in tackling trebfams.

However, many stakeholder representatives arewstidlear about the concept of Agenda 21.
They were also unsurevhether Saint Lucia is actively implementing a oasil Agenda 21
program.

2.3 Thematic Areas and Emerging I ssues

The presentation examined the concept and objectf/¢he Green Economy in the Context of
Sustainable Development and Poverty Eradicatiowels as actions taken by Saint Lucia to
achieve the stated objectives. It also focusednstitutional support in place for sustainable

development.

With regards to the transition towards a green eson the Stocktaking Report found that there
iS no consensus on definition of a green econonmyJune 2011, Saint Lucia held a Second
National Environment Forum on the theme “Walking tath towards a Green Economy.” The
goal of the forum was to discuss and define themgeeonomy within the context of Saint Lucia.
However, owing to a number of factors, the forurd dot reach any conclusion on the matter

there is a need to tailor the global definitiorstit Saint Lucia.

It is noted that certain aspects of the definitiug. low carbon issues, are already being
addressed under the Montreal Protocol, the eneogiyotio and climate change mitigation. As
well, Saint Lucia has taken action towards achigvirany of the objectives associated with the
green economy such as sustainable developmentrtpamadication, employment generation

and biodiversity conservation.

In the aftermath of Hurricane Tomas in October 20th@ Development control Authority
(DCA) adopted a policy requiring all developers mithing proposals for new buildings to
include provisions for rain waster catchment andasge.

20



While there is a common understanding of the gesmemomy in Saint Lucia, the country has not
reached consensus on a policy. There is no evidehcany formal studies having been
conducted on the topic. However, there have beeanaber of actions taken that promote the
adoption of this policy; these include the adoptiand promotion of renewable energy

technologies and low carbon emissions.

With respect to the second conference theme: utistital support for sustainable development
Saint Lucia has established a National Environm@ummission (NEC) to facilitate
collaboration and cooperation among stakeholdedsaaBocial and Economic Council (SEC) to
advice government on socio-economic issues. Sautial has also established National
Committees or Technical Working Groups to guide ithplementation of activities relating to

specific conventions.

Saint Lucia also strengthened the capacity of theigtty of Physical Development to carry out
sustainable development activities by adding thgirenment function to the portfolio. The
government also approved the upgrading of the Buadike Development and Environment
Section of the Ministry to the Sustainable Develepimand Environment Division (SDED) and

made provision for additional staff.

Most stakeholder representatives agree that théaiBable Development and Environment
Division (SDED) continue to play a major role iraphing and coordinating the implementation
of sustainable development activities. They howgefesl that the Ministry of Finance does not

make adequate annual budgetary allocations fowtik to be carried out by the line ministries.

Lack of funding also affected the operations oftiie national coordinating mechanisms. Both
the NEC and the SEC were defunct for some timenaué since been reactivated. In the case of

the National Committees or Technical Working Groomy of them have not been formally set

up.
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The Stocktaking Report also found that while kegksholders in Saint Lucia have a common
understanding of the concept they are yet to reaosensus on a definition of a green economy.

- f

Saint Lucia has not initiated studies on the green...

economy and current activities taking place in tl

resources (the Blue Economy), is a relatively nesa
of focus for Saint Lucia. Also, while the countrgshmade some progress towards increasing the
sustainable development of marine resources tkestllia wide gap in meeting the goals of the
conventions, protocols and multi-lateral agreemdhtst have been ratified and are being

implemented.

2.4 Working Group Presentations

For the purposes of small group discussions, ppaints were divided into four groups with each
group being assigned two of the guiding questionsie Synthesis Report to consider. A

summary of the group feedback follows.

On the question of Saint Lucia’s efforts to introdwr promote integrated development planning
and decision making for sustainable developmewii generally accepted that Saint Lucia has
promoted integrated development planning and detigiaking for sustainable development as
part of its Poverty Reduction Strategy and ActidanP However, the main lessons learnt from
this experience are that there is need for graategration and collaboration among relevant

agencies and that there has been insufficientiatieg of SD principles and ideas.
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On the question of technical assistance from the dyBtem entities that are key factors in
explaining success; the meeting confirmed that tSaircia has been receiving funding and

Text Box 3: SD Success Factors technical assistance support from the UNDP,
UNEP and the World Bank to implement approved
national plans, programmes and projects in areas
such as fisheries, climate change and water. A list
of the success factors identified is shown in Text
Box 3.

On the question of specific industry sectors or
resource areas where national political commitment
is especially strong, the meeting identified suppor
given to the water sector through the Division of

Public Utilities, the establishment of a Water

Resource Management Agency (WRMA) and the
upgrading of the Sustainable Development and Enmment Section (SDES) to the SDED.

On the question of the Government’s active involeatnn implementing local agendas 21 there
have been a number of achievements so far sud¢teasdve in the energy sector the penetration
of renewable energy in areas such as photo vatadovind (LUCELEC exploring the

possibility of a wind farm).

In the area of biodiversity it was noted that tf& Mational report speaks to conservation of
biodiversity and that the Forestry Department hesnbworking to establish protocol for use of
the forest. Also, the Ministry of Agriculture is guing emphasis on flora and fauna, and
deforestation while in the transportation sect@réhis a move to introduce a more efficient bus
and taxi system.

On the question of the role of the Ministry of Fiea, the Ministry of Planning or important line
ministries in public policy and planning for Susiable Development the meeting acknowledged
that while there is no strategic plan/ directioniekrl from IDP to create the national budget, line
ministries could align their budgetary proposalthwiiDP in mind.
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The meeting also concluded that at the moment iedmmited coordination across the planning,

health, environment, transportation and energyosectT o address this shortcoming, participants
emphasized the need to review the mechanismsrfanding and developing the national budget
for Saint Lucia.

On the question of the new and emerging challeligely to affect the prospects for sustainable
development the meeting identified a number oféssuhich are listed in Text Box 4.

Text Box 4: New and emerging issues
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The following are a number of national mechanismeppsed for addressing sustainable
development challenges which are outlined in Text B:

1. Implement a public education and awareness prograciimate change;

2. Develop and implement a national invasive speciasagement program;

3. Retrofit relevant buildings, the efficient managemef natural resources and building
resilience;

4. Implement an aggressive public education progranmeip change attitudes towards
conservation;

5. Implement a sustainable land management programareas of unprotected private
forest such as the La Parad Text Box 5: Sustainable Development Challenges in

Hotel site; Saint Lucia
6. Strengthen the institutiona

capacity of the Solid Wastg
Management Authority
(SWMA) to address issues d
solid waste management mo
effectively;
7. Tighten regulations for
environmental and solid wast
management;
8. Increase public awareness a
enter into local and/or regiona
partnerships;
9. Move towards forest ang
watershed management;
10. Establish a National Foundatio
to further the goals of a gree

economy;



11. Establish development zones for sectors such asmtouagriculture etc.;
12.Investment in more renewable energy technologies;
13.Grant concessions to facilitate adoption of sustal® development measures;

14. Adopt a national policy on food consumption anddmaiion;

On the question of whether the millennium developtmgoals and sustainable development
themes going back to RIO+20 are adequately addigedéational needs the meeting concluded
that Saint Lucia has met some of the goals padibulwith respect to poverty reduction.

However, it is felt that much more can be done.

On the question of whether there is consensus ampolngy makers on the meaning of the term
GE in the context of SD and poverty reduction thgponses suggest that there is no consensus
on definition of a green economy and that effohisudd be made to tailor the global definition to
suit Saint Lucia. It was noted that some aspectthefdefinition e.g. low carbon issues are
already being addressed unde@e Montreal Protowbthat on® June 2011Saint Lucia held a
national consultation highlighting the green ecogofio date, the term green economy has been
applied to mean the use of alternative energyatithier and safer environment and green jobs.

3.0 Assessment of Progress Made towards Sustainablevelopment

This Section of the report gives an update of pegmade by Saint Lucia towards achieving the
objectives and themes of the UNCSD. It focuseshenpolitical commitment for sustainable
development, the status of implementation of thecames of major summits on sustainable
development, new and emerging challenges, the ggeenomy in the context of sustainable
development and poverty eradication, and the ingital framework for sustainable
development.

Saint Lucia’s update will be based on national elgmees, success factors, challenges and risks
pertaining to the specific UNCSD objective. Furtlistails of the findings relating to each

objective are provided in the sub-sections thabval

26


Thomas.Hamlin
Sticky Note
Climate Change Convention - not MP


3.1 Renewing Political Commitment for Sustainable Development
3.1.1 National Experiences

Saint Lucia is able to measure political commitminsustainable development based on the
extent to which integration is encouraged and fingly supported. Some of the relevant

indicators of political commitment include:

0] The provision of adequate annual budgetary allonatnd institutional support to

appropriate line ministries and public agencies;

(i) The enactment of new legislation or the amendmeakisting legislative instruments as

required;
(i)  The introduction of accompanying regulations antd@epolicies on a timely basis;
(iv)  The reflection of the thematic areas in the wordgoamme of critical line ministries; and

(v) The participation of officials from Saint Lucia the international meetings and capacity

building opportunities.

The level of political commitment demonstrated bg present government of Saint Lucia can be
described as high in the sense that it has edteldlis Ministry of Sustainable Development,
Energy, Science and Technology. Although past gowents were committed, other national
priorities sometimes took precedence and inhibitieeir ability to make adequate annual
budgetary allocation or provide other forms of itegtonal support to appropriate line ministries

and public agencies.

The international community demonstrates a higlell®f political commitment to sustainable
development by continuing - to pledge and/or prowgdin

technical assistance and financial support to ftassis

Saint Lucia with the _ implementation of its plans,

programmes  and  projectSa e s L related to  sustainable
development. While . government of Saint Lucia
appreciates all the assistandig & i S and funding receonsst

the years, the adequacy and timing of the suppdatill a matter of concern.
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3.1.2 Success Factors

At the regional level, Saint Lucia has joined regib governments in taking a number of

initiatives aimed at strengthening political sugdor Sustainable Development. For example, as
a member of the Organization of East CaribbeareS@ECS) Saint Lucia is a signatory to the
St. Georges Declaration, a protocol declaring tbmmitment of OECS Member States to

manage resources in a sustainable manner. Th&edirges Declaration on Principles for

Environmental Sustainability which was originaligrsed in 2001 and revised in 2006 outlines
twenty (20) Principles for Environmental Sustaitiapin the OECS.

At the national level, Saint Lucia has made sonog@ss in addressing vulnerabilities of Small
Island Developing States (SIDS) through Impleméotabf the Mauritius Strategy for the
Further Implementation (MSI) of the Barbados Pragie Action (BPOA) according to a 2009
review. Although Saint Lucia does not have a doauetk national sustainable development
strategy (NSDS), the development agenda is guigedabous instruments such as the Medium
Term Economic Strategy Paper (MTESP), the annudgBuSpeeches, the annual Estimates of
Expenditure (Budget) and the Corporate Plans aividdal ministries. The review questioned
whether the NSDS was necessary given Saint Ludimised human and financial resource
capacity and suggested instead that NSDS shouleflaced by a process that allows for a
coordinated set of participatory and continuousigléng process of analysis, debate, decision

making, capacity development, planning, investmeatitoring and evaluation.

According to the report, Saint Lucia needed to tateps to cope with the global crisis and
improve its development prospects by adopting iezgie building strategies and diversifying
into new economic activities. However, if Saint laicontinues with policies that focus mainly

on attracting investment in the tourism sector thenvulnerability will increase.

The report also pointed out that to achieve suasbdndevelopment Saint Lucia would need to

establish certain priorities. Areas identified uab: increasing FDI flows, removing existing
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tariff and non-tariff barriers, providing suppod dvercome supply-side constraints, expanding

level of technical expertise and providing greatgoport for social sector development.

Finding adequate resources to undertake all tha@gusired was seen as the main shortcoming of
past efforts and a critical challenge to sustamalgvelopment for Saint Lucia. Nevertheless, the

report acknowledged that Saint Lucig gy ress———

demonstrated her commitment to sustainalle

development by utilizing principally its ownl_ S
resources in the implementation of the Mauriti
Strategy, while at the same time address
increasing  obligations  under internation
agreements. Also, while the internation

community has provided some financing ’!?.*3.,—_,_ ; - : ..

technical assistance in some sectors, for the perst Saint Lucia’s efforts have been pursued

within the constraints of limited financial resoesc

Much of the work undertaken by Saint Lucia in therious sectors has been in the form of
projects funded external agencies. However, mosthefe sector activities have not been
sustained beyond the life of the projects. Thisdreeemed to have continued to the present

period as there is no evidence of a change in agprto date.

The observation that past interventions have fatusainly on activities such as assessments
and reviews, drafting of policies and legislationdadesigning of institutional frameworks

remains valid today. In fact, there is evidencesome preparatory work (e.g. field research,
testing and land acquisition), being done to pr@anenewable energy technology, and to date,
Saint Lucia has made some progress with small Bjégts, net metering, while energy service

companies are emerging.

Saint Lucia is one of the Caribbean countries tiaae already experience the impact of extreme
weather conditions. Between December 2009 and dar@40 Saint Lucia suffered from a

severe drought that lasted nearly six (6) weekgnTih October 2010, Hurricane Tomas dealt a
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severe blow to the country’s agriculture, watermysystem, road infrastructure and housing

stock.

There are specific sectors or areas where natjoléglcal commitment to achieve sustainable
development goals has been especially strong. Seatal/or areas in which this commitment is

especially strong are discussed in Table 1 below.

Table 1 - Political Support for Sustainable Develoment by Sector/Area

Sector Action Taken

1 Energy Adopted a National Sustainable Energy Plan
Introduced incentives for renewable energy
Approved hydrochlorofluorocarbos Phase Out Management Plan that

promotes energy efficient technology

2 Forestry -Developed a Forest Management Plan in 2002
Conducted a comprehensive Forest Inventory 2009-Listed as a Referral

Agency of the Development Control Authority (DCA)

3 Fisheries Ratified the UN Fish Stock Agreement

-Established the Soufriere Marine Management Authority (SMMA)
-Established a National Fish Marketing Corporation and a number of Fish
Facilities island-wide

Enact the Fisheries Management Act

Endorsed the Caribbean Regional Fisheries Mechanism

Ratified the CARICOM Common Fisheries Policy

4 | Tourism Introduced a new tourism investment policy
5 | Transport Introduced a new levy to control importation of used vehicles
6 Water Enacted new water sector legislation that provides for:

-A Water Resource Management Agency to manage the resource
-An independent National Water & Sewerage Commission to regulate

water operators and set water tariff

7 | Biodiversity Approved a Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan

8 | Climate Change Established a multi-sectoral National Climate Change Committee
Appointed dedicated staff to handle climate change issues

Adopted a National Climate Change Adaptation Policy and Plan
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Approved hydrochlorofluorocarbos Phase Out Management Plan that

promotes the transition to low GWP alternatives to ozone depleting

substances
9 | Coastal Zone Management Adopted a National Coastal Zone Management Policy
10 | Development Planning Initiated the IDP process
11 | Environment Adopted a National Environmental Policy (NEP)

Adopted a National Environmental Management Strategy (NEMS)

12 | Socio-Economic Established a National Economic & Social Council

Prepared a five-year Draft Medium-Term Strategy Paper

Some of the main factors contributing to the lesfetommitment include:

Proactive and visionary leadership at the sectdragency levels;

Evidence of sound action planning at the agenacgijev

A history of significant achievements at the seetad agency levels;

Timely attention given to putting institutional agt mechanisms in place;
Readiness of external agencies to provide projexdihg or technical assistance;

The capacity of public agencies to manage and atdoudonor funds; and

N o gk~ wDbd e

Government’s approval of annual budgetary allocetifmr counterpart contributions.

3.1.3 Main Challenges
Some priorities proposed for accelerating progressirds sustainable development include:

v" Revamping the Integrated Development Planning ambro

v Developing actions for the implementation of thdidlzal Vision Plan;

v Establishing clear national goals for sustainaleleetbpment;

v Introducing policies to foster attitudinal and beioaral change to achieve the goals
of sustainable development.
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International cooperation can strengthen supporsfistainable development in Saint Lucia by
continuing to provide much-needed technical andrfaial assistance to implement approved
national plans, programmes and projects. It iscgrgted that the UNCSD will assist with the
provision of policy guidelines on sustainable depehent; the identification of opportunities for
capacity building; the sharing of information orsbpractices and lessons learnt in formulating
and implementing sustainable development planstegfies; the development of models for

defining national priorities;
3.1.4 Related Risks

With regard to the three pillars of sustainablealegment the predominant view of senior policy
makers is that Saint Lucia faces the challengeriirsg a balance for economic development
whilst ensuring environmental integrity. The lackrational funding also means reliance on
external investors whose goals may not be exaa#\ptiorities of government. Issues of limited
funding, limited size and limited technology alsaka the goal of sustainable development more

of a challenge.

3.2 Implementing the Outcomes of Major Sustainable Development Summits

3.2.1 National Experiences

Rxb

Among the indicators on sustainable developmeneto@omic, ._‘{/ay F

"~

Wrong Way s

comprehensive, poverty, and environmental indicalave

proven to be most useful for assessing gaps argtgs® towards

|

sustainable development and all these indicaters@mnsidered (

important.

Although Saint Lucia has adopted a several natiplails and strategies the country is not in a
position to determine which indicators of integcatgoals and strategies have been useful
because very little attention was given to therpast years. However, a over the past eighteen

(18) years Saint Lucia has made some progressdressing vulnerabilities of Small Island
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Developing States (SIDS) Through Implementationthe® Mauritius Strategy for the Further
Implementation (MSI) of the Barbados Program ofiéwc{BPOA) according to a 2009 review.

3.2.2 Success Factors

With funding from UNDESA and support from the OECHe Ministry of Physical
Development and Environment spearheaded implenmentat a project aimed at promoting an
Integrated Development Planning approach in Saictd. The project encouraged collaboration
among various public agencies involved in implenmgntplans, programs and projects for
sustainable development. It also sought to integeatzironmental, social, cultural and economic

factors in national development policies and plans.

Implementation of the IDP project raised a numbkecrdical issues and posed a number of
challenges for Saint Lucia. Principal among thenrewthe inadequacy of the human and
financial resources allocated, delays in introdganpporting regulations, lack of coordination
of the IDP process among key stakeholders and arlyo\ambitious timeframe set for

completing the project.

Activities carried out by the ministry under eadhtloe four main goals of the project are as

follows:

Goal 1-Public Awareness Raising and Baseline Study

Under this goal the ministry published weekly deticin the local newspapers; held press
briefings, circulated press releases; producedsdepoprepared public service announcements
and a short documentary for the local media. Ib @isnvened meetings, organized conferences
and seminars; and kept all key stakeholders infdraimut on the IDP process. Additionally, the

ministry established a multi-sectoral core grouguade the IDP process and hired a consultant

to conduct a country assessment baseline study.
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Goal 2-Capacity Building and National Visioning

In November 2003, the ministry convened a natimsbning consultation to develop elements
of a vision for national development. The multiteeal core group held several meetings and
used the IDP approach in preparing the Medium T@evelopment Strategy.

In June 2004, the Ministry supported by the Ministf Social Transformation convened a
National Stakeholder's Workshop to sensitize comigugroups about their role in national
development and to promote the IDP process. Abaoatlundred and three (103) participants

from across the island attended the workshop.

Goal 3-National Indicators for Sustainable Devel opment

Staff of the Ministry in collaboration with a cori&nt compiled a set of possible indicators. The
Ministry then convened a two-day consultation wew the draft indicators. Using the feedback
obtained at the national consultation and inforaragathered from a regional assessment of best
practices, the ministry adopted a manageable aleVamt list of national indicators for

sustainable development.

Goal 4-Framework for a National Sustainable Development Strategy

To achieve this goal, the Ministry in consultatieith key stakeholders organized, coordinated
and facilitated discussions leading to the narrgwirf the development imperatives. In June
2004, the Ministry held a Civil Society Forum andthe end of this exercise produced an
Outline Sustainable Development Strategy for Saicia.

In order to fulfill the objectives of Agenda 21,etlgovernment agencies in Saint Lucia was
expected to enter into dialogue with citizens, lomaganizations and private enterprises and
adopt a local Agenda 21. Among the approaches logélde relevant government agencies was
the organization of stakeholder consultations tenidy problems and to build consensus on

measures required to solve them.
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Key stakeholders representatives of civil societynmunity-based organizations, the private
sector and trade unions across the country havécipated in a series of sustainable
development activities. Information gathered frdmese sessions will be used to formulate an
Agenda 21 strategy for Saint Lucia that will reflean integrated approach to sustainable

development.

There have been at least two recent initiativesesdtablish public-private partnerships for
sustainable development in Saint Lucia particulanlythe energy sector. One is a proposal
involving the national electricity company and goweent to establish a wind farm and the other

is between a private company and the nationalretggtcompany.

Technical assistance from the UN system entitiea key factor in explaining progress with
sustainable development in Saint Lucia. All majectsers and areas such as water, energy,
health, agriculture, biodiversity, forests, climatieange, tourism and transport have benefited

from technical assistance.

3.2.3 Challenges

The major barriers to implementation consideredtnmportant include inadequate coordination
between ministries, low political priority for irdeated decision making and lack of empirical
data. Of secondary importance is the inadequatenpredictable international support and

inadequate public awareness or engagement.

In order to address these barriers and in an dffastidge the implementation gaps government
need to allocate adequate human and financial resedo implement initiatives. There is also
the need for policy makers to approve on a timelgidy policy proposals, projects and plans

submitted for consideration and approval.

One of the main difficulties experienced in promgtintegrated planning and decision making

is a lack of a comprehensive understanding of ¢he of | integrated planning and the process.
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There are also gaps and conflicts in existing lage and policies as well as a business as usual

approach to planning adopted by the various sectors

It is proposed that government grant incentivegptomote effective voluntary actions and
partnerships. Government should also implementdutation and awareness programme and

introduce measures to create a sense of publicrshipeand involvement.

3.2.4 Risks

The main risk to sustained progress towards comveg among the three pillars of sustainable

development is the possibility that resources asidi@al support will not be sustained.
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3.3 Addressing New and Emerging Challenges

3.3.1 Experiences

New and emerging challenges identified as likelyaftect most significantly Saint Lucia’s

prospects for sustainable development in the comigugde are as follows:

The continuous fluctuation of oil prices on the ldanarket;

The need for invasive species management is driticemproving protection of the
environment;

The frequency of extreme weather events and theeastg incidence of natural
disasters such as earthquakes, hurricanes and sst@salting in flooding, land

slippages and sea level rise;

4. Climate change adaptation and mitigation;

5. The continuing destruction of protected areas sgimangroves and animal species

such as the Iguana and the lion fish;

The fragile nature of the tourism-based economg, ¢ipening of new tourism
destination such as Cuba and surviving in the &agew competition as well as the
impact of policies introduced by other countriestsas carbon tax in the UK and the

possibility that these measures will be extendembter trade;

7. Unemployment and upsurge in crime;

9.

Increased air, water and land pollution, the usedhef forest by households and
business places for waste disposal and the abs®Enpational system for waste
management;

A reduction in funding and technical assistancemfrdonor agencies for the

implementation of plans, programmes and projects;

10. Inadequate annual budgetary allocation for copat¢icontributions.
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Some of the national mechanisms proposed to adtlreshallenges identified are already stated

in Text Box 3.

* However, one additional mechanism is the neednftreiased national research and
appropriate application of Science, Technology lamdvation to support Sustainable

Development.

In the past, the international community has pregidupport in areas relating to climate change
but additional support is still needed in all ard@se areas of priority which the UNCSD should
act are renewable energy, green economy, climaaagehadaptation and mitigation, invasive

species management and solid waste management.

3.3.2 Success Factors

Several factors would explain the ability of Sdintia to address new and emerging challenges.

Some notable ones include:

e Literacy and awareness among the population;

Availability of data and technical capacity;

Dedicated national sustainable development progesnm

Cooperation at the level of the OECS sub-regionthtedCARICOM region.

Steps already taken or under consideration to ex@hrese success factors are:

* Mobilizing additional resources from internatiomgencies to implement plans,
programmes and projects;
* Implementing public education and national skilésring programmes;

» Building a research capacity and establishing gpmate databases;
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3.3.3 Overcoming the Challenges

It is possible to strengthen the link between smerducation and policy so as to address the
new and emerging challenges by building the reteaapacity and enhancing the ability of

officials to formulate sustainable development gieb.

Over the years, Saint Lucia established a numbeéioiNd Focal Points through which efforts
were made to harness international support to addr@me of the new and emerging challenges.
There is therefore a need to continue working thhothese existing mechanisms to mobilize

additional resources.

3.3.4 Risks

The new and emerging challenges may not be effdgtaddressed and could pose a risk to the
prospect of economic growth and development intSaicia if the designated National Focal
Points are no longer active. However, in 1998, gbeernment of Saint Lucia established the
Poverty Reduction Fund to implement projects airsieekifically at addressing the risks to the
poor and other vulnerable groups in the populatidnfew years later the capacity of this
institution was further enhanced when it was menggl the Basic Needs Trust Fund to create
the Saint Lucia Social Development Fund. The SS&the a useful vehicle to address the risks
to the poor and other vulnerable groups in the [ajmn as long as it is given the resources and

allowed to effectively carry out its mandate.

3.4 The Green Economy, Sustainable Development and Poverty Eradication

One focus of the Conference is on the theme: angeeenomy in the context of sustainable
development and poverty eradication. A green econismegarded as an economy that results in
improved human well-being and social equity, whilesignificantly reducing environmental
risks and ecological scarcitiesA green economy can also be thought of as onehnilsilow

carbon, resource efficientandsocially inclusive
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At the moment, policy makers in Saint Lucia haveanmon understanding of the green
economy but no consensus on a definition. In RO, Saint Lucia held a Second National
Environment Forum on the theme “Walking the Patiaials a Green Economy.” However,
since the forum did not reach any conclusion onntiagter there is a need to tailor the global
definition to suit Saint Lucia. It is noted thatrizen aspects of the definition e.g. low carbon

issues, are already being addressed under the déébirrotocol.

With regard to green economic policies Saint Luuédd a national consultation in June 2011
which is called for by the NEP/NEMs. This exerciie not lead to any immediate policy
changes. While Saint Lucia is yet to introduce tao$@olicies that form part of a coherent green
growth strategy work is shortly to commence on emtion of a national green economy
strategy. A major benefit to be derived from suchsteategy is a more integrated and

environmentally sustainable approach to the attamtrof national development goals.

Economic sectors considered to be most importahtilding a green economy in the context of
sustainable development and poverty eradicationfamestry, fisheries, agriculture, energy,

transport, water, finance, tourism, constructiod aranufacturing.

In the aftermath of Hurricane Tomas in October 20th@ Development Control Authority
(DCA) adopted a policy requiring all developers mithing proposals for new buildings to
include provisions for rain water catchment andaie. Another policy measure introduced by
Saint Lucia is to allow eligible companies dutyemeoncessions for the importation of renewable

energy technologies.

3.4.1 Success Factors

One of the green economy policies considered tihéenost effective is the environmental levy
which is intended to control the importation of namd used vehicles over five (5) years into the
country. Since its introduction, there has beeragked reduction in the number of used vehicles
over five (5) years imported into the country aethted to that the number of derelict vehicles

seen parked along roadsides and occupying mucledesthicular space all over the country.
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The various green economy policies introduced by fovernment of Saint Lucia have
contributed in many ways to poverty eradication andhe attainment of other sustainable
development goals. For instance, these policies iidluenced government and organizations to
take actions in different sectors that have ledmployment generation, energy conservation and

biodiversity conservation.

There are many important reasons why the varioasrgeconomy policies introduced by the
government of Saint Lucia have been successful. i®rbat the policies were formulated in
consultation with the major stakeholders and tloeeefesponded to their felt needs and reflected
their concerns. Another reason is that the govemiragSaint Lucia has provided the political
support to the relevant ministries and/or publierages to ensure they have the institutional and

technical capacity to implement the policies.

Specific actions taken by the government of Sauntid that have proven effective in building
political and popular ownership for green economgasures reflected unique features. For
instance, these measures were developed afterutjtonesearch, key stakeholders were fully
involved in the formulation of the policy proposasd recommendations provided options that
were politically, legally, socially, economicallggdministratively and technically feasible.

3.4.2 Challenges

To date, there is no evidence of Saint Lucia hawiogducted any formal studies on the green
economy that identify success factors, challengesisks associated with green economy
policies. However, it is anticipated that the 201I8CSD will review the term green economy
and qualify the definition thereby enabling Sainicla to develop an appropriate national

definition.

3.4.3 Risks

Green economy policies depend to a large extesbaorponents of other policies and modalities

for implementation. In some cases other policy messhave to be amended to be consistent
with provisions of green economy policies and tat thxtent they can be regarded a providing

support for each other.
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3.5 Thelnstitutional Framework for Sustainable Development

Another focus of the Conference will be on the therthe institutional framework for

sustainable development.

3.5.1 Experiences

In the case of Saint Lucia, the creation of an a@ppate institutional framework for sustainable
development involved the application of a combmratof reform approaches. The approaches
used were to strengthen existing institutions, @ista new institutions and improve coordination

among institutions involved in carrying out susédile development activities.

The Government of Saint Lucia approved changesitiirg Institutions such as expanding the
portfolio to the Ministry of Physical Developmenhda Housing by adding the Environment
function. Government also approved the upgrading®fSDES of the Ministry to the SDED and
the creation of three (3) additional staff posiido strengthen the institutional capacity of the

Division.

In order to ensure adequate coordination betwednlicolagencies and key stakeholders
participating in the environmental management psd¢be Government of Saint Lucia approved
the reactivation of the NEC which was dormant fomse time. This institutional framework

facilitates collaboration and cooperation amongstdkeholders, promotes IDP and coordinates

environmental management activities and initiatiaethe national level.

A number of National Committees and Technical WiagkiGroups have been established to
guide the implementation of activities in specificeas covered by the various conventions.

Although these Committees are considered usefyldhe generally underutilized.

Saint Lucia also has a National Economic Socialr€duhat could provide technical advice and
support with respect to national socio-economidced and plans. However, the Council was

defunct for some time but although reactivated#sinot meet regularly.
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Local government institutions by their mandate camnly play a limited role in the
implementation of sustainable development actwiti@hese institutions focus more on
providing and maintaining essential services actiramunity, village, town and city levels.
Since Rio 1992, the participation of key stakehdd® national decision-making processes
sustainable development have significantly incréaBarticipation has taken the form of input in
policy development, inclusion in national delegasip partnerships and in multi-stakeholder

consultations.

Government ministries, public agencies, private t@eccompanies, non-governmental
organizations and civil society organizations dwodiate on issues of sustainable development.
They participate in multi-stakeholder consultatioteske joint initiatives and are included in
national delegations to attend regional and int&nal meetings on sustainable development.

3.5.2 Success Factors

The establishment of a National Ozone Unit (NOW teal to Saint Lucia phasing out CFCs in
2008, ahead of the 2010 target. Saint Lucia alsoamaapproved HCFC phase out Management
plan (HPMP) which it is currently implementing. Thestablishment of a National Climate
Change Committee has supported the effective imgaiéation of a number of climate change
initiatives. One of the lessons learnt is that go@ernment needs to provide support for the

establishment and functioning national sustaindbleelopment Units if they are to be effective.

The lessons learnt can be used to enhance thetieffeess of international environmental
governance/policy guidance by establishing appad@mplatforms and for sharing information on
best practices. In the case of Saint Lucia, onth@fmost effective means of strengthening the
participation of major groups and other relevanaksholders in national sustainable
development efforts is to involve them through twomsultative process and make resources
available to implementations agreed upon.
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3.5.3 Challenges

On the one hand, international institutions changét responsibility for promoting sustainable
development are faced with the challenge of det@ngiareas of priority to channel the limited
human, technical and financial resources availablehem. They are also faced with the
challenge of identifying and justifying the regioasd/or countries to focus their resources in

support of sustainable development initiatives.

On the other hand, national institutions chargeth wesponsibility for promoting sustainable
development are faced with the challenge of bugdhre requisite capacity needed to implement
work programmes aimed at addressing the pillarsustainable development. They are also
faced with the challenge of securing adequate drimudgetary allocation to implement plans,
programmes and projects relating to sustainableeldpment; enacting legislation and
promulgating policies to facilitate sustainable elepment; collaborating with each other to
successfully adopt integrated development planaimjensuring the sensitization and dedication

of policy makers.

3.5.4 Risks

Saint Lucia looks forward to the UNCSD establishimgechanisms to facilitate the
accomplishment of sustainable development goatheanational level. It is assumed that like
other countries sustainable development will renaapriority and will be reflected in the policy
pronouncements, decisions on institutional framéwoannual budgetary allocations of the

government.
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4.0 Strengthening the National Sustainable Developent Agenda

This Section highlights the main conclusions redclend goes on to make specific
recommendations to strengthen the national susti@mevelopment agenda.

4.1 Summary of Conclusions

Based on the assessment of the progress made miylL$Saia towards achieving the goals of
sustainable development the following conclusioesenarrived at:

(a) Saint Lucia has and continues to demonstrate a leigl of political commitment to the
goals of sustainable development by enacting latisi and approving policies on a timely
basis;

(b) Saint Lucia has taken steps to implement the outsonf major summits on sustainable
development. However, it has had difficulty in appg the IDP principles in planning and
implementing activities;

(c) Saint Lucia has identified a number of new and ginerchallenges and has taken steps or
proposed measures to address them. However, tlké déwresources allocated to address
them is inadequate and international assistanagisred to address them;

(d) Saint Lucia has held a national consultation ongteen economy. However, stakeholders
are yet to reach national consensus on a definiti@ne is a lack of a coherent set of policies
to facilitate the growth of a green economy, Sauntia has not initiated studies on the green
economy and current activities are by and largeardinated;

(e) Saint Lucia has an established national institaidramework for the implementation and
coordination of sustainable development activibes inadequate resource to support them
remains a major challenge;

(H Saint Lucia has established National CommitteeSemhnical Working Groups to guide the
implementation of activities relating to specifienwventions. However, many of the National
Committees or Technical Working Groups are inactivenderutilized.

4.2 Recommendations for the way forward
In light of the foregoing the following are recomnaed:

4.2.1 Renewing Political Commitment for Sustainable Devel opment

(1) Continue to provide political support to achieve tgoals of sustainable development by
enacting legislation and approving policies omaety basis;
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(i) Make adequate annual budgetary allocations fomituk to be carried out by the line
ministries, the National Environment Commission #mel Social and Economic Council;

4.2.2 Implementing Outcomes of Major Summits on Sustainable Development

0] Consider developing a new project to consoédapplication of the IDP principles in
national development policy and planning;

4.2.3 New and Emerging Challenges

(1) Establish priorities from the new and emerguiitpllenges identified, make budgetary
allocations and seek international assistancedoead them

4.2.4 Green Economy, Sustainable Development and Poverty Eradication

0] Hold a follow-up national consultation on theegn economy with key stakeholders to
reach national consensus on a definition, devefggapriate policies to facilitate the
growth of a green economy, initiate a study on gneen economy and establish
mechanisms to ensure effective coordination oVHiss;

(i) Undertake policy reform to stimulate green investtmand enable green economic

transition;
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Appendix 1 - LIST OF PEOPLE INTERVIEWED FOR STOCKTAKING REPORT (RIO +20 REPORT)

No NAME INSTITUTION DESIGNATION
1 Mr. John Joseph Water and Sewerage Company General Manager
(WASCO)
2 Mr. Michel Andrew Water Resource Management Officer in Charge
Agency (WRMA)
3 Mr. Michael Bobb Forestry Department Officer in Charge
4 Mr. Lyndon John Forestry Department Deputy Chief Forestry Officer
5 Mrs. Sarah George Fisheries Department Chief Fisheries Officer
6 Mrs. Patricia Aquing Caribbean Environment Health Executive Director
Institute (CEHI)
7 Ms. Esther Lucien Sustainable Land Management Project Coordinator
Unit
8 Mr. Ivor Daniel Ministry of Communications, Deputy Permanent Secretary
Works, Transport & Public Utilities
9 Mr. John Calixte Ministry of Economic Affairs Deputy Permanent secretary/
Deputy NAO
10 Ms. Anita James Biodiversity Unit, Min of Biodiversity Coordinator
Agriculture
11 Mr. George James Ministry of Physical Development | Permanent Secretary
12 Ms. Joanna Charles Bank of St Lucia Representative Bankers
Association
13 Ms. Delia Charlemagne Scotia Bank Representative Bankers
Association
14 Ms. Ann-Margaret Xavier Ministry of Tourism Director of Product
Development
15 Mr. Urban Preville Power Engineering Services Executive Director
16 Mrs. Venetia Salton Caribbean Microfinance (St Lucia) | Managing Director

Ltd
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Appendix 2 - List of Documents Reviewed

No Document Title Date Published

1 | National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan &aint Lucia 2000

2 | Review of Progress made in Addressing Vulneradsliof SIDS Through Implementation of the Maustiu November 2009

Strategy for the Further Implementation (MSI) of arbados Program of Action (BPOA)

3 | National Water Policy 2004

4 | Identification and Prioritization of Capacity Niseand Elaboration of a National Capacity Buildikgion Plan October 2007

5 | St. Georges Declaration of Principles for Envin@mtal Sustainability in the OECS April 2001 &
November 2006

6 | The Integrated Development Planning for SustdnBlevelopment Project in Saint Lucia December 2004

7 | UNEP Secretariat Input to the Compilation DocutrienUNCSD

8 | Report of Saint Lucia’s Second National Environtridevelopment Forum (NEDF2) "QJune 2011

9 | UNCSD Secretariat RIO 2012 Issues Briefs No 4

10 | UNCSD Secretariat RIO + 20, Volume 2, Issue 21 16" November 2011

11 | The Caribbean Community (CARICOM) SubmissiodCSD Undated

12 | Chairman’s Draft Report of Caribbean RIO + 28garatory Meeting, Georgetown, Guyana ' 20ne 2011

13 | Second National Communication on Climate Chdag&aint Lucia December 2011




Appendix 3 - National Consultation Participants

Name Position Organization Telephone Fax Email

Giles Romulus Consultant Self Employed 716-7724 giles.romulus@gmail.com
P. O. Box 8096 Choc
Castries

Michael Harte Technician Tropical Cooling Ltd 452-0344 452-0343 | harteearl@yahoo.com
P. O Box RB2344 285-3776
Rodney Bay Gros Islet

Raphael C. K. St. Hill President National Consudssociation 450-2273 rcksthill@yahoo.com
P. O. Box 1958 Castries

Anita James Biodiversity 4" FI Sir Stanislaus James 468-4122/27 453-2035| anitavja@gmail.com

Coordinator

Building, The Waterfront Castrieg

Vaughn Louis-Fernand General Manager St. LuciadSMaste 453-2208 453-6856 | slswma@candw.Ic
Management Authority
Maurice Mason Avenue
Sans Souci, Castries
Erland George CYEN Executive Caribbean Youth Emmnent 484-7770 stlucia@cyen.org
Network
Marcelline Myrtle Financial Analyst| Ministry of Physical Developmen#17-5110 453-1517 | Myrtle.alexander@gmail.co
Alexander m
Rhonda St. Hill Assistant National Consumer Association | 285-4536 ras_danna@yahoo.com
Secretary P. O. Box 1958 Castries
[Treasurer
Wentland Paul GEF Small P. O. Box CP 5566 719-4259 wentland@andrews.edu
Grants Castries St. Lucia
Nadia Cazaubon Project Officer SMMA #3 Bay Stremtifiere 459-5500 459-7799| cazaubon@smma.org.Ic
Ellen Antoine Management Du Boulay’'s Bottling Company | 452-2280/2870| 452-3125| Managementsystems.dbc@

Systems Manage

rLtd P. O. Box 962, Castries

andw.Ic
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Michael Gaspard Director WRMA Ministry of Agriculture | 450-3540/2484 gaspardtalk@yahoo.com
Andrew Block B Castries St. Lucia
Luvette Thomas- Consultant Private P. O. Box 73 Castries 451-3088 51-3013 | louisyt@karibcable.com
Louisy
Hubert F. G. James IPP National Consumer Assoai&tig 718-5133 hubert110154@gmail.com
O. Box CP5748 Waterfront 2846313
Castries 451-7239
Keith E. Nichols Head OECS-ESDU Secretariat 4552636 452-2194 | kenichols@oecs.org
Kenson J. Casimir Community Dev Ministry of Social Development 720-9903 kensoncasimir@hotmail.col
Officer
Fiona Ghirawoo Economist Ministry of Finance 46589 451-9716 | fghirawoo@gosl.gov.Ic
Rose Anne Evelyn Foreign Service| Ministry of External Affairs 468-4519 revelyn@gosl.gov.lc
Officer
Suzanne Joseph Programmes | Caribbean Water + Sewerage | 458-0601 458-0191 | sjoseph@cawasa.org
Officer Assoc Inc Unit # 15 Orange Park
Commercial Centre Bois d’
Orange, Gros Islet P. O.
BoxRB2293 Rodney bay
Christian Daniel Relationship St. Lucia Development Bank #4 | 456-7532 453-3839 | rs.agric@sldb.Ic
Specialist Bridge Street Castries
Urban Preville Director Power Engineering Services | 450-8600
Marisule
Chad Alexander Standards St. Lucia Bureau of Standards | 453-0049 452-3561 | c.alexander@slbs.org
Development Bisee Industrial Estate 456-0546
Officer P. O. Box CP5412, Castries
James Andrew Assistant National Research and 452-4253 453-6389 | nrdf@candw.Ic
Accountant Development Foundation
P. O. Box 3067 La Clery Castrieg
Celestin Laurent Business Bank of St. Lucia #1 Bridge Street457-7211 4577211 | celestin.laurent@bankofsai
Development P. O. Box 1860, Castries 724-8722 lucia.com
Manager
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Robert Blanchard General Manager  Solar Dynamicy (E€ 458-8400 451-0535 | robertb@mandcgosl.com
P. O. Box BT0093, Odsan
Industrial Estate, Castries
Rita President Senior Executive Ministry of Physical Development 468-4475 romanticrita@hotmail.com
Officer Land Registry Department 468-4497
Magdalene Henry- Physical Planning Ministry of Physical Development 468-5046 452-0563 | magdalene625@gmail.com
Fontenelle Officer Physical Planning Section
Esther Lucien-Shephen Project Capacity Building and 468-5008 452-2506 | estherlustephen@gmail.cor
Coordinator Mainstreaming of Sustainable
Land Management
Ministry of Physical Development
Venessa Jn Baptiste Legal Officer Ministry of PlgsDevelopment| 468-5002 reianda@hotmail.com
Planning Section
Delia Charlemagne Regional Bank of Nova scotia P. O. Box | 456-2165 452-4535 | Delia.charlemagne@scotiaba
Manager-Product| 303 Castries nk.com
DeliveryCaribbea
n East
Gloria Williams Director credit Bank of Nova Scotia P. O. Box | 456-2162 Gloria.williams@scotiabank.

Solutions 303 com
Commercial
Banking
Omari Frederick Assistant East Caribbean Financial Holding 457-7259/724- | 456-6702 | Omari.frederick@ecfh.com
Manager- Company Ltd, P.O Box 1860, 1 | 9399
Corporate Bridge Street, Castries
Commission
Carleen Jules Director- Special Sir Arthur Lewis Community 484-6770 Carleen-j@hotmail.com
Projects College, The Morne Castries
Bishnu Tulsie Director Saint Lucia National TruBigeon | 452-5005 453-2791 | director@slunatrust.org

Island National Landmark, Gros-
Islet
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Appendix 4 - List of Multilateral Environmental Agreements Ratified

Title

Focal Point

Aim/Objective (s)

Current Status

Issues

1. UN Convention on
the Law of the Sea
ratified in 1996

Department of Fisheries
Ministry of Agriculture,
Forestry & Fisheries

4™ & 5" Floor, Stanislaus
James Building

Waterfront, Castries

Tel: 4684134/4135

Fax: 45823853

Email: deptfish@slumaff.org

-To safeguarding the marine
environment and protecting freedom
scientific research on the high seas, 5
also creates an innovative legal regim
for controlling mineral resource
exploitation in deep seabed areas
beyond national jurisdiction, through
International Seabed Authority.

-Active involvement in negotiations.
bf-Many obligations under Convention met und
\nigisheries Act and Regulations which were
erevised recently.
-Legislation also attempts to address the
Conservation for Conservation and
Management Measures by Fishing Vessels ¢
High Seas (Compliance Agreement) as well
that referring to Highly Migratory Species.

-Human resources
eronstraints.

-Ability of Convention to
meet the specific needs of
SIDS.

2. International
Convention for
Conservation and
Management
Measures by Fishing
Vessels on High Seas

3. International
Convention for the
Regulation of
Whaling, 1946

Ratified in 1981

Department of Fisheries

Ministry of Agriculture,
Forestry & Fisheries

4" & 5" Floor,Stanilaus
James Building

Waterfront, Castries

Tel: 4684134/4135

Fax: 45823853

Email: deptfish@slumaff.org

Protection of all whale species fro
overhunting, establishment of a systg
of international regulation for the wha|
fisheries to ensure proper conservat
and development of whale stocks, g

mActive involvement in International Whaling
pr@ommission meetings.

e-Cetacean Sighting Surveys conducted annu
on

nd

safeguarding for future generations the

great natural resources represented
whale stocks.

by

Saint Lucia targets smaller
cetaceans which are not th
allyain focus of the IWC.
However, important to keep
involved due to national
“sustainable use” policy.

1%

4. Constitution of the
Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) of

the UN
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5. Constitution of the
United Nations
Educational, Scientifig
and Cultural
Organization
(UNESCO)

Ministry of Education

6. Constitution of the
United Nations
Industrial
Development
Organizations

(UNIDO)

7. Convention
Concerning the
Protection of the
World Cultural and
Natural Heritage

Ratified in 1991

Department of Fisheries,
Forestry& Land

Ministry of Agriculture,
Forestry & Fisheries
4™ & 5" Floor,Stanilaus
James Building
Waterfront, Castries
Tel: 4684134/4135
Fax: 45823853

Email: deptfish@slumaff.org

To encourage the
identification, protection, and
preservation of earth’s cultural
and natural heritage. It
recognizes that nature and
culture are complementary and
that cultural identity is

strongly related to the natural
environment in which it
develops.

8. Convention of the
World Meteorological
Organization

-Provide mandatory targets on

greenhouse-gas emissions for the
world's leading economies all of whorj
accepted it at the time;

-Provide flexibility in how countries
meet their targets;

-Further recognize that commitments
under the Protocol would vary from
country to country.
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9. Convention on

International Civil

Aviation Annex 16
Aircraft Noise

To establish international
standards, recommended
practices and procedures
covering the technical,
economic and legal fields of
international civil aviation
operations. In short, it is
responsible for promoting the
safety, regularity and
efficiency of international civil
aviation.

10. Convention on
International Trade in
Endangered Species of
Wild Fauna and Flora
(CITES)

Ratified in 1983

(Dept. Forestry,
Land/Fisheries

Ministry of Agriculture

(Forestry/Fisheries)

To ensure that international trade in
specimens of wild animals and plants
does not threaten their survival and
accords varying degrees of protection
to more than 30,000 species of anima
and plants.

-Active involvement in meetings and
negotiations

-International Trade in Endangered Species
completed and to go before Cabinet shortly.
IsInternational Trade in Endangered Species
completed and to go before Cabinet shortly.
-A 2-year project submitted for funding.

Act

Act

11. Convention of the
International Maritime
Organization (IMO)

Promotes the regulation of internation
commercial shipping, encouraging
cooperation among governments in a
wide variety of technical matters. In
addition, the agency supports high
standards in maritime safety, promote

al

S

efficient navigation, and encourages the

control and prevention of marine
pollution.

12. Convention on the
Prevention of Marine
Pollution by Dumping
of Wastes and other
Matter
Ratified in 1985

Ministry of Agriculture

Department of Fisheries

Preventing and minimizing pollution
from ships - both accidental pollution
and that from routine operations.
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13. Convention on the
Prohibition of Military
or any other Hostile
Use of Environmental
Modification
Techniques

Ratified in 1993

Ministry of Physical

Development (Sustainable

Development &
Environment Section

To prohibit military or other hostile us
of environmental modification
techniques in order to further world
peace and trust among nations.

D

14. Convention on the
Prohibition of the
Development,
Production, Stockpiling
of Biological and Toxic
Weapons and on their
Destruction

Ratified in 1986

Ministry of Physical
Development

Sustainable Development 4

Environment Section

To exclude completely the possibility
of bacteriological agents and toxins
being used as weapons.

15. Conventioron Wetla
of International Importd
especially as Waterfow
Habitat, 1971(RAMSAF

Ministry of Agriculture,
Forestry and Fisheries

To stem the progressive encroachme
on and loss of wetlands now in the
future, recognizing the fundamental
ecological functions of wetlands and
their economic, cultural, scientific and
recreational value

16. Convention to
Combat Desertification

Ratified in 1997

Dept. Forestry and Lands

Ministry of Agriculture,
Forestry and Fisheries

To combat desertification and mitigats
the effect of drought in countries
experiencing serious drought
land/desertification.
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17. International
Convention relating to
the Limitation of the
Liability of Owners of
Sea going Ships

18. International
Convention to Combat
Desertification in those
Countries Experiencing

Serious Drought and/of

Desertification,
particularly in Africa

19. International
Labour Standards,
International Labour
Conventions and ILO
Recommendations,
notably Convention 13

20. United Nations

Framework Conventior

on Climate Change
(UNFCCQC)

Ratified in 1993

1. Sustainable
Development and
Environment Section

Ministry of Physical

& Housing

Development Environment

"To achieve stabilization of greenhouse
gas concentrations in the atmosphere atmplementation of numerous assessment and

a low enough level to prevent
dangerous anthropogenic interfereng
with the climate system."

Active participation in negotiations.

adaptation projects.

e
Preparation of L National Communication

Preparation of National Climate Change
Adaptation Policy and Strategy Training in
Vulnerability Assessment, Greenhouse gas
inventory and other areas. Improvement of
meteorological data collection for long-term
trend analysis

56




21. Convention for the 2. Sustainable To provide a framework for regional

Protection and Development and cooperation and assistance in the event
Development of the Environment Section of an oil spill incident in the Caribbean
Ministry of Physical region.

Marine Environment of] ;
h id ibb Development Environment
the Wider Caribbean & Housing Ministry of

Region and Protocol on  physical Development

Co-operation in Environment & Housing

Combating Oils Spills Graheam Louisy
Administrative Building
(Cartagena Convention) P.O.Box 709
Waterfront, Castries
Ratified in 1985 Tel:1758-4518746/468-
4459
Fax:4530781
22. Protocol on Ministry of Agriculture To significantly increase the number of
Specially Protected (Dept. of Fisheries/Forest| and improve the management of
Areas and Wildlife and Lands) national protected areas and species |in
(SPAW) the region, including the development
Ratified in 1990 of biosphere reserves, where
appropriate
23. Protocol concerning 3. Sustainable To prevent, reduce and control
pollution from land- Development and pollution of the marine environment

based sources of Environment Section from land-based sources.
Marine Pollution in the Ministry of Physical
Wider Caribbean, 1999 Development Environment

(LSBMP) & Housing

Greaham Louisy
Administrative Building
P.O.Box 709
Waterfront, Castries

Tel:1758-4518746/468-
4459
Fax:4530781
Email:sde@planning.gov.Iq




Vienna Convention for
the Protection of the

Ozone Layer (Montreal
Protocol)

Ratified in 1993

4. Sustainable
Development and
Environment Section
Ministry of Physical
Development Environment
& Housing
Graheam Louisy
Administrative Building
P.O.Box 709
Waterfront, Castries
Tel:1758-4518746/468-
4459
Fax:4530781

Email:sde@planning.gov.Iq

To take appropriate measures to
protect the ozone layer and to regula
the production and consumption of
ozone-depleting substances (ODS

te

Training of Customs Officers

Training of Refrigeration Technicians
Implementation of import/export

licences.

Has reduce consumption of CFs by

over 80%
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Appendix 5 - Saint Lucia’s Commitment to Sustainable Development Goals by Sector

1.0 Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry & Fisheries

No Institutional Mechanism Sector Policy, Legislatbn and Regulations Sector Plan
1.1 | Agricultural Sector
The Department of Agriculture wasEnacted the Agricultural Small Tenancies Act (1983
established to implement governmerjt'€£nacted a Land Conservation & Improvement Act 2099
policy on Agricultural management -Enacted a Pesticides Control Act (1975)
-Introduced Pesticides Control Regulations (1987)
1.2 | Forestry Sector
The Forestry Department was establish€bmpleted a Draft legislation “International Trade
to implement government's policy Qrendangered Species Act” to be submitted to Cabiioe
forest management consideration. The Act provides for a scientifi¢haity to
undertake studies on habitat management and cdibesg
line data and for the establishment of a Management
Authority to issue permits for the import/exporttbe Saint
Lucia Parrot, the Boa Constrictor etc.
-Enacted the Wildlife Protection Act in 1980
1.3 | Fisheries Sector
The  Fisheries  Department  wpaRatified the UN Fish Stock Agreement
established to implement governmerjtBstablished the Soufriere Marine Management Agreéme|
policy on fisheries management Established a National Fish Marketing Corporatiamd g
supporting Fish Facilities island-wide
Enacted the Fisheries Management Act which makes
provision for an inter-agency Advisory Committee
Endorsed the Caribbean Regional Fisheries Mechanism
Ratified the CARICOM Common Fisheries Palicy
1.4 | Water Sector
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The Water Resource
Agency (WRMA) was established

implement government’s policy on water

resource management.

-WRMA prepared a National Wate

@008

=

Managemeiithe Water and Sewerage Act enacted in 2005 waseekn

Developed a Water Master Plan, a Strategic
Action Plan and issued seven (7) abstraction
licenses to water operators. Intends to develpp a

Watershed Management Plan.
Government amended the Planning Act

to

promote rainwater harvesting and is currently

of

to

of

Policy which was endorsed by Cabinet in implementing two pilot projects in Babonnegu
2004 and the Mabouya Valley. Since the drought
2009/10 the Ministry has embarked on a water
sector reform project.
1.5 | Biodiversity Sector
The Biodiversity Unit was established [to Developed a National Biodiversity Strategic
implement the government’s policy on Action Plan (NBSAP) which was approved by
national biodiversity management the Cabinet of Ministers in 2000. The NBSAP
provides clear guidelines for biodiversity
management, promotes an ecosystem approach
and integrated watershed management.
2.0 Ministry of Physical Development & Environment
No Sector Policy Legislation Sector Plan
2.1 | Land Management
The Ministry prepared a National Land PolicyEnacted the Physical Planning and Developme@overnment amended the Planning Act
which was endorsed by Cabinet Control Act (2001) promote rainwater harvesting and is currently
-Enacted the Land Management and Improvemeémiplementing two pilot projects in Babonnegu
Act (1992) and the Mabouya Valley. Since the drought
2009/10 the Ministry has embarked on a water
sector reform project.
2.2 | Energy/Renewable Sector
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Prepared a national energy policy endorsed
Government

provision that would allow for renewable energy

Reviewed the Electricity Supply Act so as to mak&overnment signed an agreement with a

company (UNDEC) to commence geothermal
exploration and to revive geothermal energy
-Government has acquired lands to support
efforts by LUCELEC to develop a wind farm
and to pilot a project to utilize solar energy.
-In an island green initiative government signed

an agreement with a company to generate
energy from waste.

2.3 | Coastal Zone Management
The Coastal Zone Management Unit was A draft Coastal Zone Management Strategy and
established to implement government’s policy|on Action Plan has been prepared for submission
coastal zone management to Cabinet
2.4 | Solid Waste Management
The Solid Waste Management Authority waBhe Solid Waste Management Act of 1996 Preparealid ®/aste Management Plan
established to implement government policy [on
solid waste disposal
2.5 | National Development
A National Environment Policy (NEP) was Adopted a National Environment Management
approved by GOSL in 2005 Strategy (NEMS) and strengthening the
capacity of local institutions to engage |in
strategic planning. NEMS provides a brgad
framework to guide local institutions when
developing sector plans to fulfill thejr
environment management responsibilities
3.0 Ministry of Communications, Works, Transport & Public Utilities
No Sector Policy Legislation Sector Plan
3.1 | Transport Sector

Introduced an Environmental Levy to limit t
importation of used vehicles that are over five

ne

©)

61



years old into the country

rm

rm

3.2 | Energy Sector
4.0The Ministry of Education
No Sector Policy Legislation Sector Plan
4.1 | Constitution of the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
5.0 The Ministry of Economic Affairs
No Sector Policy Legislation Sector Plan
5.1 | Economic Sector The Ministry has developed a Medium Te
Strategy and Action Plan.
6.0 Ministry of Finance
No Sector Policy Legislation Sector Plan
6.1 | Financial Sector The Ministry has developed a Medium Te
Strategy and Action Plan.
6.2 | Banking Sector
6.3 | Micro-Finance
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7.0 Ministry of Tourism

No

Sector Policy

Legislation

Sector Plan

7.1

Tourism Sector

The Ministry has developed a Medium Te

Strategy and Action Plan.

rm
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